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 June 2019 The Audubonite 
June Potluck at Kennekuk County Park 

Thursday, June 27 @ 6:00 PM at the Hickory Hollow Shelter 
 

 Middlefork Audubon invites you to our annual picnic at Hickory Hollow shelter in Kennekuk 

County Park Thursday, June 27. If you would like to take a short hike to do a little birdwatching, 

come at 6:00 PM. Our potluck will get underway at 6:30. Bring your own plates, tableware and a 

dish to share. If you forget we will have plates and utensils available and food to share, no worries! 

Ice water and lemonade will be provided, or you can bring your own drink. Bring binoculars if you 

have them. We never know when an interesting bird might show up, and a visiting raccoon is almost 

Annual Bluebird Gathering and Potluck at Kennekuk County Park 

Thursday, August 22 @ 6:30 PM at the Education Center 
 

 We will gather once again to celebrate the end of another bluebird monitoring season. Bring 

table service if able and a dish to share, and bring your stories from the field for an evening with 

good food and fellowship! Our speaker is yet to be announced but we are cooking up some great 

ideas. As we enter mid-season already, we hope all monitors are enjoying their trails and finding 

healthy young ready to fledge!  

 

 We are so grateful for all the hard work and dedication that goes into being a nest box moni-

tor and thank you all for your commitment to this important and valuable project. As I write this letter 

it has recently been brought to my attention that one of our monitors has passed away. Middlefork 

Audubon extends our deepest sympathy to the family of Kathy Carmody, who took on the Jordan 

Creek of the North Fork trail, and who, as a teacher, thought to share this experience with a young 

high school student. Her smile and the enthusiasm she shared will be greatly missed.  

No Meeting in July 

As per usual we will not be having a monthly meeting or program in July. Stay tuned to our website, 

middleforkaudubon.org for updates on impromptu nature hikes or gatherings. 

Calendar of Events - Riding the Wave of Change 

 This year the board has agreed to spend a bit more time outside and as such, has reduced 

the number of monthly library meetings. Please check the calendar to see how the rest of the year 

unfolds.  

 August is our big bluebird gathering and potluck, September and October will be programs 

back at the library (TBA) along with a bird seed sale, no meeting in November due to Thanksgiving, 

and December will again focus on the three local Christmas bird counts! And, in all of that, we will 

continue our nature hikes and are anticipating a memorial celebration for Marilyn Campbell this fall. 

Details will be announced later as we see how the work progresses at the Beech Grove Trail.  

 Thank you all for your willingness to ride the wave of transition with us as we look to the future 

of Middlefork Audubon! 
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Spring Bird Count Adventures 

By Jessica and Tyler Runner 

 It was a chilly, wet May 4th morning, the day of the 2019 Spring Bird Count. Tyler and my morning 

started at 4:30 a.m. We picked up breakfast and ate on the road. We hit the county line at 5:10. Peering 

into the still dark landscape, through the drizzle neither of us could predict it was about to be one of our 

best birding experiences ever. 

 When we finally got out to walk Heron Park's boardwalk, it was dramatically different than the 

week before. Previously we had 100's of Greater Yellowlegs and Blue-winged Teal, in the low waters. A 

week's worth of rain had raised water levels and things had migrated. 

 In the parking lot we had a lovely White Crowned Sparrow and before we even stepped onto the 

boardwalk, we had a Sora. Great Egret were on the west shore. Of course, Tree Swallows were darting 

through the air. We were grateful the Caspian and Forster's Tern that we saw last week flew over. An 

adult Bald Eagle sat perched in a far-off tree. We felt fairly pleased with our count when we headed to 

the north side. While there we added two Orchard Orioles. 

 As we headed back to the parking lot we discussed if we 

should return to the boardwalk. Eventually, we decided that there 

was enough flying in and out earlier that it would be worth it. After 

a few feet from the east entrance, I looked up and spotted a San-

dhill Crane silently flying over. The Bald Eagle was sitting in the 

sycamore at the end of the walk. We watched in awe as it took 

flight and caught a fish, then flew directly at us with its quarry. 

 From there we looked to the west and saw many white 

birds. A scan with the binoculars found 7 American White Pelicans 

near the Mute Swan nest. Swimming and feeding amongst them was 100 Double Crested Cormorant. 

The edges were lined with Great Egret and Great Blue Heron. As we moved forward, we heard a laugh-

ing sound and located 6 Greater Yellowlegs flying in. Then a lone, immature Ring-billed Gull circled over, 

later it was joined by both the Caspian and Forster's Tern. 

 Suddenly, it was done. The pelicans preened on logs. The herons and egrets dispersed. The cor-

morants flew out in flocks of 20 or more to dry out their wings. The gulls and terns found a place to rest 

aside from one Caspian that seemed to enjoy tormenting the gull. 

 It wasn't until after it was done that we realized not a single picture was taken. It was such a sight 

to watch this feeding frenzy. It was something to behold and it happened so close to home, not some far 

off exotic locale! This is why we bird! 

Birds and Blooms - Vermilion County Nature Preserve Hikes 

By Sue Smith 

 So far this year, Middlefork Audubon and the Illinois Native Plant Society have led two spring hikes 

to visit some unique natural areas in Vermilion County at our local Illinois nature preserves. After all the 

grey, rainy days of early spring, everyone was excited to be outside on a crisp, bright morning at How-

ard’s Hollow Seep Nature Preserve in March. Eastern Phoebes and Pileated Woodpeckers greeted us as 

we entered the trail, and Eastern bluebirds, Carolina wrens, and other woodland birds were sighted 

throughout the morning. As we hiked along the Willow Creek trail, Julie Nieset, a botanist with the Illinois 

Natural History Survey and member of the INPS, explained the bizarre and unique skunk cabbage plant 

found in this rare wetland seep. Its fleshy burgundy hood, or spathe, surrounding the flowering stalk had 

Bald Eagle (Photo: Jessica Runner) 
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emerged and was visited by flies and other early insects drawn 

by the rotten smell that gives this plant its name. Further on down 

the trail we discovered another early spring bloomer, hepatica, 

and enjoyed the blossoms on the paw paw trees- all refreshing 

signs that the long days of winter were finally at an end! Nick 

Jeurissen, naturalist at the Vermilion County Conservation District, 

was available to share some stories about the settlement of this 

area and talked about the impact of the emerald ash borer on 

the surrounding woodland communities. As we continued our 

hike, a small snake was discovered near a pile of rocks. Drawn 

out of its winter den by the warm sunshine, Nick identified it as a 

DeKay snake, one of the common resident reptiles of Kennekuk.  

 Our second hike to celebrate Earth Day took us to Middle Fork Woods Na-

ture Preserve at Kickapoo State Park for shooting stars. Because of the cool, wet 

spring, flowering was delayed and the shooting stars were not yet in bloom, but 

no one was disappointed. Along with all the lovely spring wildflowers including 

spring beauties, wild ginger and bloodroot, hikers learned about native viburnum 

shrubs, discovered wood duck eggs beneath a dead tree cavity, and pondered 

the possibility of assisting Kickapoo State Park and the Illinois Nature Preserves 

Commission in invasive species removal in the future. Everyone enjoyed the open 

woods, breathtaking bluffs, and deep ravines in all their spring glory.  

  

 

 Unfortunately, our third hike to Russell Duffin Woods Nature Preserve at Forest Glen County Park in 

May was cancelled due to storms (following the severe hail storm!). This hike will be rescheduled at a 

later date. This is one of the rare locations where yellow lady’s slipper orchids can be found, and as a 

teaser for you as you consider hiking spots for next spring, take note of the photo of the beautiful orchids 

found on our pre-hike excursion. This preserve is a beautiful example of the intersection of the beech-

maple and oak-hickory transition zones and has remarkable landscape consisting of deep, wooded ra-

vines that take you back to the Vermilion River. A more difficult hike but well worth the time and effort if 

you are able!  

 Stay tuned for announcements about upcoming hikes. We are delighted with the public interest 

so far and will be continuing this series throughout the year. 

Howard’s Hollow (Photo: Sue Smith) 

Bloodroot (Photo: Sue Smith) 
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Middlefork Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 1291 

Danville, IL 61834 

Thanks to Berry’s Garden Center in Danville, IL for 

hosting our annual Bird Seed Sale. 

www.berrysgarden.com • (217)-446-3076  

 Calendar  

Date & Time Location Event 

Thursday, June 27 

@ 6:00 PM 

Hickory Hollow Shelter 

@ Kennekuk County Park 
Annual Potluck 

July - No Meeting or Program 

Thursday, August 22 

@ 6:30 PM 

Education Center 

@ Kennekuk County Park 
Annual Bluebird Gathering 

Thursday, September 26 

@ 7:00 PM 
Danville Public Library Program TBA 

Thursday, October 24 

@ 7:00 PM 
Danville Public Library Program TBA 

Yellow Lady’s Slipper Orchid at Russell Duffin Woods 

Nature Preserve   (Photo: Sue Smith) Skunk Cabbage at Howard’s Hollow (Photo: Sue Smith) 


